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SUBJECT: U.S. WINE EXPORTS/BELGIUM CUSTOMS 

1 . USG ASSISTANCE HAS BEEN REQUESTED IN OBTAINING RELEASE 
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OF SHIPMENT OF U.S. WINE IN ONE GALLON CONTAINERS CURRENTLY 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


BEING HELD BY BELGIAN CUSTOMS AUTHORITIES. WINE WAS 
SHIPPED BY ROYAL WINE CORP., 1624 WEBSTER, BRONX, NEW YORK 
10457 TO: 

BELVILLE ISRAEL HOUSE 
VAN LERIUSSTRAAT I 
2000 ANTWERPEN- ANVERS 
BELGIUM 

TELEPHONE: 32-25-63 

2. WINE BEING HELD BECAUSE SHIPMENT NOT ACCOMPANIED BY 
EORM VI- 1, QUOTE DOCUMENT EOR IMPORTATION OP WINE POR 
DIRECT HUMAN CONSUMPTION UNQUOTE. EORM VI- 1 IS A CHEMICAL 
ANALYSIS CERTIPICATE. AS EMBASSY IS AWARE, EC COMMISSION 
HAS EXEMPTED U.S. FROM ITS CERTIPICATE AND ANALYSIS REQUIRE- 
MENTS UNTIL JUNE 30, 1978. IN IMPLEMENTING EXEMPTION, THE 
COMMISSION PERIODICALLY REVIEWS STATUS OP A COUNTRY'S WINE 

EXPORTS TO EC AND IF THE COUNTRY'S ANNUAL WINE EXPORTS 
TO EC TOTAL 1000 HECTOLITERS OR LESS THE EC GRANTS A 
WAIVER. RECENTLY COMMISSION CONPIRMED U.S. EXEMPTION TO 
MARCH 31, 1977. (EC COMMISSION REGULATION NO. 673/76 - 
OPFICIAL JOURNAL NO. L81 OP MARCH 27, 1976). 

3. BELGIAN CUSTOMS OPFICIALS ALLEGEDLY STATED THAT RECENT 
EC REGULATION AMENDMENT LIMITS CERTIFICATION EXEMPTION TO 
.. CONTAINERS OP 2 LITERS OR LESS. SINCE WINE WAS IN 

GALLON CONTAINERS, GOB CUSTOMS BELIEVES THIS SHIPMENT CAN 
NOT BE ALLOWED IN WITHOUT VI- 1 PORMS. 

4. EC COUNCIL REGULATION R/1 839/1 E/76 DOES CONTAIN THIS 
NEW REQUIREMENT. HOWEVER IT IS TO APPLY FROM 1 SEPTEMBER 
1 76. THUS, NO RPT NO EORM VI-1 IS REQUIRED POR U.S. WINE 

IN GALLON CONTAINERS UNTIL 1 SEPTEMOER ,976. THIS WAS 
CONPIRMED BY DR. REICHARDT OP EC COMMISSION DURING RECENT 
U.S.-EC TECHNICAL CONSULTATIONS ON WINE. 

5. EMBASSY REQUESTED TO CONTACT BELVILLE ISRAEL HOUSE 
TO DETERMINE CURRENT STATUS OP MATTER. IP PROBLEM OUT- 
LINED REMAINS UNRESOLVED, EMBASSY SHOULD APPROACH 
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APPROPRIATE BELGIAN OPFICIALS TO ARRANGE RELEASE OP GOODS 
ASAP AND TO ENSURE THAT PROBLEM DOES NOT RECUR. 

6. REPORT REQUESTED. KISSINGER 
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